community service instead.

“Heidi was so remarkable through
this whole ordeal. She didn’t hold any
bitterness toward this young man,” shared
Brett Williams, longtime family friend and
worship pastor at CF Seattle. “She brought
so much grace and love into this really
awful situation that it was a tremendous
witness to the city. It was on the top news
stations for several nights.”

So many people were touched by the story
that Heidi opened his memorial service
to the public. More than 1,500 people
gathered—with local media broadcasting to
the rest of the community—to hear about
Gavin’s life and his heart for Jesus Christ.

“His memorial was like a celebration,”

Pastor John recalled. “Gavin was heavily
involved in children’s ministry, and at his
memorial you could see the generations
he had touched.” One powerful segment

of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day—and not only to me, but also to all
who have longed for his appearing” (NIV).

Brett added, “People saw forgiveness, grace,
restoration, and mercy. The Gospel is so
powerful when people see it lived out—
especially under such circumstances.”

Heidi said she is not resentful about her
loss. She thanks God for the dme they
had. Looking back, she sees how the Lord
prepared her for this time: building her
independence, allowing sweet moments
with her husband and children. She recalled
how the six of them often went camping,
spending hours enjoying time as a family.

With a baby due in December, Heidi’s face
lit up when she remembered the games,
laughter, and family bonding. “T wouldn’t
change anything,” Heidi said. “I don’t have

ministers to junior high students, a work
in which she partnered with Gavin. “I
cannot let myself dwell on the fact that my
husband is gone,” she said in November.
Speaking of the peace “which surpasses all
understanding” in Philippians 4:7, she said,
“The Lord gives me joy and peace even
though I am broken.”

God has sent comfort. “Every day, I
receive something: a letter or a call from
people all over the world—even from non-
Christians—telling me how this situation
helped someone to think differently.”

Heidi prays her story will help others
respond to God'’s love and grace. “I want
others to know the fullness, joy, and
abundant life they can have in Christ.” <%
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